Contents

*

Preface .....covvviiiiiiiiiininnnnnnnns vi %
About this Fourth Edition _/

How This Book Came To Be
A Family History Revolution
Objectives of This Book

How This Book is Organized

Introduction: Where do I Start? ....... 1
Why Family History? ................. 3
Connecting the Generations .......... 3
What Should We be Doing ........... 4
Loving Your Ancestors ............... 6
Family History is Booming ............ 7
Popularity in America ................ 7
Do Your Ancestors Want

tobeFound? ...................... 8
Inspirational Stories . ................. 9
Our Ancestors Are ClosetoUs ........ 13
Free Tutorials/Charts ................ 14

10 Things You Can Do to Get Started . .15
e-Newsletters/Magazines/

TV Programs ..................... 16
Blogs ....... .. .. 19
What isa Podcast? ................. 21
Books, Forms, Marketplace .......... 22
Getting Started .................... 24

Follow These 3-Easy Steps to
Begin Building Your Family Tree &
Connect to Your Ancestors.

1. 113l Identify Your Ancestors

Using Your Family .................. 25
Write What You Know

About Your Ancestors .............. 27
Why Keep a Research Log? .......... 28
Forms and Computers Make It Easier .28
Free Genealogy Charts and Forms ... .29
Look for More Information

inYourHome .................... 29
To Locate Living Relatives ........... 30 BN

Choose an Ancestor

to Learn More About .............. 30 &

Ask Relatives for Information ........ 31
Documenting Your Information . ... ... 31
Citing Sources ..................... 32
Organize and Document as You Go .. .33
Evaluate the Evidence ............... 35
What is a GedCom? ................ 35
Find Living People .................. 36
20 Tips to Keep You

on the Right Track ................ 37

2. 1228 Add New Branches to Your

Family Tree Using the Internet ..... 41

See if Someone Has Already Found
Info on Your Ancestors

First, Search Existing

Family Trees Online .............. 43
How to Export Your Tree

from Ancestry.com ............... 44
Search For a Published

Family History ................... 46
Message Boards .................. 46
Where to Search (Chart) ............ 47

What is a Family History Center? ... .48
How to Use the Family

History Library Catalog ........... 51
Search Other Records For Missing Info
Search Engines ................... 51

Free Research Guides and Outlines . .53
Census Records:

A Snapshot of History ............ 54
Census Comparison Charts ......... 58
Immigration Records .............. 60
Naturalization Records ............. 63
Military Records .................. 66
Libraries and Organizations ........ 72
African American Roots ............ 76
Hispanic American Roots . .......... 80
Native American Roots ............ 82
Asian American Roots ............. 83
Jewish Resources ................. 84
The Best LDS Web Sites ............ 85
Other Ethnic Resources ............ 93

Additional Ways to Do Research Online
Social Networking Web Sites ....... 93
Mailing Lists / Newsgroups ......... 96
Surnames and Family Associations . .96
Queries / Help Lists ............... 96

3. K313 Rl Connect with the Lives

and Stories of Your Ancestors ....97
Your Family Heritage, Stories, & Photos
Benefits of Connecting

with Ancestors .................. 99
Appreciating Your Heritage ........ 100
Tools to Help Reflect on the Past ...101
Honoring Your Ancestors .......... 102
Timelines and History ............ 104
Photographs, Videos

and Scrapbooking .............. 110
Newspapers and Periodicals ... .... 111



Cemeteries / Obituaries / Best Tools to Make it Easier ......... 188

Death Records ................... 114 Other FamilySearch Portals ......... 189
Maps and Geography .............. 115 Best Sites for Vital Records . ......... 192
Court, Land and Best Sites for “What's New” ......... 194

Financial Records ................
Tracing Your Medical Heritage

77 6. Organizing & Archiving ........... 195
Royalty and Nobility ............... S

Heraldry and Arms ................ Orgamzmg Your Information
Getting Started .................... 197
4. A Directory of Software and Tools .125 Organize Folders First by Surname .. .198
, , Color Code Your Files .............. 199
Which Software is the Best? ......... 127 Filing Your Documents 199
Software Review by Experts ........ 128 Using 3-Ring Binders . .............. 199
Windows Family History Software ...129 Organizing Your
Web-Based Software ............... 140 e-Mails and Letters 200
Mac Software ..................... 142 o , U
Handheld Software (see p.214) ...... 142 What Are Your Memories Worth:
Software Tools and Utilities ......... 143 Create Your Own Family Archive ....202
Archival Tools .................... 203
5. Best of the Internet ............... 147 Archiving Your Digital Files ......... 204
Key Family History Web Sites Uncierseanding File Formats 11 300
Best Top 10 Web Sites to Search ... .. 149 Scanning You% Family Histori/' ....207
- FamilySearch / New FamilySearch .150 Organizing & Preserving
» What is New FamilySearch ...... 151 Your Digital Files . ................ 209
» How to Use New Familysearch ..154 Keeping Up with Technology ........ 211

* Help Center Overviews/Guides ..156
» FamilySearch Certified Affiliates . .158 ggn\?v?g? Vslgml:s)uthrrsYng Software . .213

* Unlocking the Granite Mt Vault ..160 ~ —~ 7 7 0 T s
* FamilySearch Wiki ............. 160 4% . .
« FamilySearch Community Trees . .161 7. Leaving an Enduring Legacy ....215

« FamilySearch Indexing ......... 162 One Hundred Years From Now ...... 217
« Published Family Histories ... ... 162 Resources for Writing Your History . ..218
« Family History Library Catalog . ..162 Hidden Benefits of
« Searchable Maps .............. 163 Keeping a History ..... e 219
. Vital Records Index ............ 163 Helpful Software & Web Sites ....... 220
- ANCEStIY.COM ... ..o, 164 Books tq Consider................. 222
- RootsWeb.com . ... 166 Web A_rtlcles ...... IRERE Cee 223
- Footnote.com . . ... .o 166 Collecting Your Family Stories .. ..... 224
- WorldVitalRecords.com . ......... 167 Conducting an Oral Interview . ...... 226
- GenealogyBank.com ............ 168 Interview Guidelines & Questions ...227
U National Avchives 11719 8 Other Rewarding Opportunities ... 229
- Godfrey Memorial Library ........ 169 E | ) Sharing Your Family History .......... 231
- FamilyTreeConnection.com . ...... 170 . Publishing Your Family
More Best of the Internet ........... 170 TreeontheWeb .................. 231
Best Web Directories/Portals ........ 173 Creating Your Own Family Web Site ..232
Best International Web Sites ........ 175 Creating Your Own Family Blog ...... 236
* Australia « ltaly Creating Your Own Online
» Canada » Norway Photo Album ..................... 238
* Denmark * Poland Organizing Your Family ............. 239
« Dutch (Netherlands) + Romania Holding a Family Reunion ........... 239
* England/Ireland/ * Russia Family Association Goals ............ 240
Scotland/Wales * Scotland
« Europe * Sweden GloSSarY ....covvviiiiiiiiiiiiniiiennnn. 242
* France » Wales
« Germany - World [} 1o () G 246
* Ireland



Quick Reference Chart

TO HELP YOU GET STARTED QUICKLY

Where Do I Start? 3-Easy-Steps
Plant Your Family Tree and Connect to Your Ancestors
No. Description
Step 1: Identify Your Ancestors Using Your Family 25
Step 2: Add New Branches to Your Family Tree Using the Internet 41
Step 3: Connect with the Lives of Your Ancestors 97
1 10 Things You Can Do to Get Started Today 15
2 The Best Sites for the Latest News 194
3 The Best of the Internet: Key Family History Web Sites 147
4 The Best International Web Sites: Canada, British Isles, Europe, East Europe 175
5 The Best LDS Web Sites 85
6 “New” FamilySearch FamilyTree 150
7 Which Family History Software is the Best? 127
8 20 Tips to Help Keep You on the Right Track 37
9 Holding a Family Reunion 239
10 How to Archive Your Photos, Documents, etc. What Are Your Memories Worth? 202
11 Free Stuff Beginners Tutorials 14
e-Newsletters, Magazines, TV Programs 16
Charts and forms 29
Online Research Guidance and Printed Research Guides 53-54
12 What is a Blog? What is a PodCast? What is a GEDCOM? 19-21, 35
13 Resources for Writing Your Family Story 218
14 Where do I find... Census records? 54
Immigration records? 60
Naturalization records? 63
Military records? 66
Court and land records? 118
15 Where Do | Search to Find Living People? 36

Fourth Edition, Expanded and Updated, 256 Full-Color Pages.



	Crash Course in Family History eBook 83mb.pdf
	Cover

	Quick Reference Chart
	Copyright
	Table of Contents
	Preface
	Introduction: Where Do I Start?
	Why Family History?
	Do Your Ancestors Want to Be Found?
	Free Tutorials, Lessons and Charts
	10 Things You Can Do Today to Get Started
	e-Newsletters / Magazines / TV Programs
	Blogs
	What is a PodCast?
	Books, Forms, Supplies, Marketplace
	STEP 1-Identify Your Ancestors Using Your Family
	Write Everything You Know About Your Ancestors
	Look for More Info in Your Home
	Choose a Family or Ancestor You Want to Learn More About
	Ask Relatives for Information
	Documenting Your Information
	What is a GEDCOM?
	Find Living People
	20 Tips to Keep You on the Right Track
	Genealogy Research Map
	STEP 2 - Add New Branches to Your Family Tree Using the Internet
	First, Search Existing FamilyTrees Online
	How to Export Your Family Tree from Ancestry.com
	Search for a Family History that has Been Published
	Where to Search Chart
	What is a Family History Center?
	How to Use the Online Family History Library Catalog
	Search Other Records for Missing  Iinformation
	Free Research Guidesand Outlines
	Census Records
	Immigration / Emigration
	U. S. Naturalization Process
	Military Records
	Libraries, Archives and Organizations
	African American Roots
	Hispanic American Roots
	Native American Roots
	Asian American Roots
	Jewish Resources
	The Best LDS Web Sites
	Additional Ways to Do Research Online
	STEP 3 - Connect With the Lives of Your Ancestors
	Appreciating Your Heritage
	Tools to Help Reflect on the Past
	Honoring Your Ancestors
	Timelines and History
	Photographs, Videos and Scrapbooking
	Newspapers and Periodicals
	Cemeteries / Grave Sites / Obituaries / Death Records
	Maps & Geography
	Court, Land &Financial Records
	Tracing YourMedical Heritage
	Royalty and Nobility
	Heraldry and Arms
	CHAPTER 4: A Directory of Family History Software
	Which Software is the Best?
	Software Reviews by Experts
	Legacy Family Tree
	RootsMagic
	Ancestral Quest
	Personal Ancestral File
	Family Tree Maker
	FamilyInsight
	Web-Based Software
	Mac Software
	Handheld Software
	Software Tools and Utilities
	chapter 5: Best of the Internet
	Best Top Ten Web Sites to Search forYour Ancestors
	More ‘Best of the Internet’
	Best Web Directories/Portals
	Best International Web Sites
	Best Tools toMake It Easier
	Best Sites forVital Records
	Best Sites for“What’s New?”
	CHAPTER 6: Organizing and Archiving Your Information
	What Are Your Memories Worth?
	Organizing & Maintaining Your Family Archive
	Archiving YourDigital Files
	Understanding File Formats
	Scanning YourFamily History
	Preserving Your Digital Files
	Transporting Your Data
	Handheld Software
	CHAPTER 7: Leaving an Enduring Legacy
	Resources ForWriting Your History
	Collecting YourFamily Stories
	Conducting an Oral Interview
	CHAPTER 8: Other Rewarding Opportunities
	Sharing Your Family History
	How to Submit Your Family Tree Online
	Creating Your Own Family Web Site
	Creating Your Own Family Blog
	Creating Your OwnOnline Photo Album
	Organizing Your Family
	Holding a Family Reunion
	Family History Glossary
	Index
	DNA GENEALOGY
	Crash Course in Family History eBook 83mb.pdf
	Cover

	Quick Reference Chart
	Copyright
	Table of Contents
	Preface
	Introduction: Where Do I Start?
	Why Family History?
	Do Your Ancestors Want to Be Found?
	Free Tutorials, Lessons and Charts
	10 Things You Can Do Today to Get Started
	e-Newsletters / Magazines / TV Programs
	Blogs
	What is a PodCast?
	Books, Forms, Supplies, Marketplace
	STEP 1-Identify Your Ancestors Using Your Family
	Write Everything You Know About Your Ancestors
	Look for More Info in Your Home
	Choose a Family or Ancestor You Want to Learn More About
	Ask Relatives for Information
	Documenting Your Information
	What is a GEDCOM?
	Find Living People
	20 Tips to Keep You on the Right Track
	Genealogy Research Map
	STEP 2 - Add New Branches to Your Family Tree Using the Internet
	First, Search Existing FamilyTrees Online
	How to Export Your Family Tree from Ancestry.com
	Search for a Family History that has Been Published
	Where to Search Chart
	What is a Family History Center?
	How to Use the Online Family History Library Catalog
	Search Other Records for Missing  Iinformation
	Free Research Guidesand Outlines
	Census Records
	Immigration / Emigration
	U. S. Naturalization Process
	Military Records
	Libraries, Archives and Organizations
	African American Roots
	Hispanic American Roots
	Native American Roots
	Asian American Roots
	Jewish Resources
	The Best LDS Web Sites
	Additional Ways to Do Research Online
	STEP 3 - Connect With the Lives of Your Ancestors
	Appreciating Your Heritage
	Tools to Help Reflect on the Past
	Honoring Your Ancestors
	Timelines and History
	Photographs, Videos and Scrapbooking
	Newspapers and Periodicals
	Cemeteries / Grave Sites / Obituaries / Death Records
	Maps & Geography
	Court, Land &Financial Records
	Tracing YourMedical Heritage
	Royalty and Nobility
	Heraldry and Arms
	CHAPTER 4: A Directory of Family History Software
	Which Software is the Best?
	Software Reviews by Experts
	Legacy Family Tree
	RootsMagic
	Ancestral Quest
	Personal Ancestral File
	Family Tree Maker
	FamilyInsight
	Web-Based Software
	Mac Software
	Handheld Software
	Software Tools and Utilities
	chapter 5: Best of the Internet
	Best Top Ten Web Sites to Search forYour Ancestors
	More ‘Best of the Internet’
	Best Web Directories/Portals
	Best International Web Sites
	Best Tools toMake It Easier
	Best Sites forVital Records
	Best Sites for“What’s New?”
	CHAPTER 6: Organizing and Archiving Your Information
	What Are Your Memories Worth?
	Organizing & Maintaining Your Family Archive
	Archiving YourDigital Files
	Understanding File Formats
	Scanning YourFamily History
	Preserving Your Digital Files
	Transporting Your Data
	Handheld Software
	CHAPTER 7: Leaving an Enduring Legacy
	Resources ForWriting Your History
	Collecting YourFamily Stories
	Conducting an Oral Interview
	CHAPTER 8: Other Rewarding Opportunities
	Sharing Your Family History
	How to Submit Your Family Tree Online
	Creating Your Own Family Web Site
	Creating Your Own Family Blog
	Creating Your OwnOnline Photo Album
	Organizing Your Family
	Holding a Family Reunion
	Family History Glossary
	Index
	DNA GENEALOGY



